Web Page Authoring with Mozilla Composer
Advanced Techniques

(for Macintosh and Windows – Version 1.7x)

Working with Tables in Composer:

When creating web pages, tables are a very effective way to spread out your content on your page, so that items will stay in their designated areas without moving around.  You can make tables invisible so that the viewer cannot see that you are using tables for this purpose.
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Creating a table:

• Place your cursor where you want to place the table, then click the Table button:

• In the window that opens, you can set several important characteristics for the table you are creating.  

[image: image5..pict]• First type in the number of columns and rows you would like in your table.

• You can leave the table width as 100% of the browser window, or you can make it a smaller percent, or you can change it to an absolute number of pixels (this way the table will be the same width regardless of the browser window size).

• To make your table invisible, type 0 (zero) in the box next to Border and pixels.

• Click OK and this window will close and the table will be created on your page.

[image: image6..pict]• After creating your table, you can change these settings and make further modifications by clicking in the table to select it, and then select Table Properties from the Table menu. 
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This is where you Center the table on your page.

[image: image8..pict]This is where you can select a background color for the table.

[image: image9..pict]If you click on the Cells tab at the top of this window, you get the following controls:
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To insert or delete rows and columns:

• If you wish to Insert a row or column, first place your cursor in one of the cells in the table.  Then use the Table menu as shown below:
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Absolute Table Width vs. Relative Table Width:

When you insert a table, by default the table width is set to “100% of the width of the browser window.”  This means that your table will display in the viewer’s browser the full width of their browser window.  If they reduce their window size, the table gets smaller.  If they increase their window size, the table gets bigger.  There are many instances in which you may not want this to happen.  You may want the table to stay the same width.


• When you set up a table, you will see these choices (you can also change these settings after you have created a table.  To do so, click in your table to select it, then select Table(Table Properties)

• Next to Width, click the drop-down menu and

   select Pixels (instead of % of Window).  

• Now type a number to the left of this.  This number is the

  number of pixels wide that you want your table to be.  

  Keep in mind that there are about 72 pixels per inch, so 

  400 pixels would be about 5.5 inches on the screen.

• Click OK.  Now your table will stay the chosen width, even in smaller browser windows.

Or, you can select “% of window” instead, and type a number smaller than 100%.  In this case, the table will still grow or shrink based upon the size of the person’s web browser window, but it will not fill the entire window.

Special Text Formatting Options:

Insert Special Characters and Symbols:

• Place your cursor where you want to insert a special character.

• Select Insert(Characters and Symbols
• This will open a small window in which you can choose one of many

  special text characters. 

• Click the character you want to insert and 

  click the Insert button and it will be inserted on your page.

Bulleted Lists and Numbered Lists:

• Type in a list of items, pressing return at the end of each item so they are on separate lines.

• Highlight all these lines of text, then click the Bulleted List button:

• This will make each line a bulleted item.

• You can also make each line a numbered item by clicking the Numbered List button:

• NOTE:  you can remove these setting by clicking these buttons a second time. 

Highlight your Text:

To make a block of text stand out with highlighting, do the following:

• Type a block of text and the highlight the text.

• Click on the Highlight button in the toolbar:  

• Choose a color from the window that opens and then click OK.

Special Link Options:

Inserting and linking to Targets:

• An Anchor is an invisible item you can place anywhere on a web page.  You can then create a link to another place on the same page.  You can link to any place on your page where you have inserted an anchor.  This is useful if you have a very long page and you would like to create links at the top of your page to specific spots lower down on your page.  To insert an anchor:

• Place your cursor at the spot where you want to place the anchor, then select Insert(Named Anchor.  This will place an anchor at that point.  It looks like this in Composer:  

To create a link to this anchor:

• Highlight the text (or image) that you want to serve as a link to this anchor.


• Click the Link button:  

• In the Link window that opens:
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Creating links that open a new Web Browser Window:

Sometimes it is helpful to create links so that, when a viewer clicks on them, they open the linked web site in a new web browser window (rather than in the window that is currently open).  Here is how:

• When you are creating a link, in the link window, click the Advanced Edit button:

• In the box that opens, click the HTML Attributes tab at the top.

• Then, under Attribute at the bottom, select target.

• To the right of that, select _blank
• Click OK.  Now, when clicked, your link will open a new browser window

Working with Layers:

It is common to use tables to help you with page layout (especially tables without borders).  But Mozilla Composer 1.7x also has a Layers feature, which gives you even more freedom in arranging the elements of your web page.  The Layer feature makes use of the Cascading Style Sheet (CSS) property called position, allowing you to place an object (text, image, table, etc.) anywhere on a web page.

NOTE:  The Layer feature is still not perfected yet and might still be a bit error-prone.  It may require some patience and trial and error.

To use the Layer feature:

• Select and object that is on your page.  This could be text, an image, or an entire table (to select an entire table, use Table(Select(Table).  

• Click the Layer button on the toolbar (it looks like a push-pin):            A bounding box will appear, surrounding the object you have selected.  It will have a move icon next to the object:


Now you can place your mouse on the move icon and drag the item

anywhere on your web page.

To position your object:

• As stated above, you can drag the object freely using the move icon.

• You can also use the Positioning Grid to make it easier to precisely and neatly arrange your objects in rows or columns.  Here is how to use the Positioning Grid:


• Select Positioning Grid from the Format menu.

• In the window that opens, click to place a checkmark next to

  enable Snap to Grid.

• Enter a number next to Size.


This is what determines the distance (in pixels) between the 

invisible grid lines on your Composer screen.

• Click OK.

Now when you move the layer objects around on your screen, they snap into alignment with this invisible grid.  This makes it easy to precisely line objects up on the screen.

To Visually Order your Layer Objects:

Layer objects can overlap each other and the other items on your web page.  This can be useful because if you have items that are partially transparent (such as text or a transparent gif image), other layers or objects beneath it will be visible in the transparent areas.  You can use the Send to Back and the Bring to Front buttons to arrange the visible order of layer objects:






You can also select a background color for just this cell.





Change the alignment of the text and objects inside of this cell.





You can set the exact width and height of specific cells.





Move from one cell to the next.





You can insert a row above the row that you are in, or below it.





You can insert a column before or after the column that you are in.





If you select Table(Delete, then you can delete the row you are in, or delete the column you are in (as well as a few other choices).





Click on this drop-down menu to select the anchor that is on this page (if you did not create the anchor first, it will not appear on the list).  Then click OK.





move icon





Send to Back  button





Bring to Front button





This allows you to layer some objects on top of other objects








